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me to beg tl 
fl of the erde ——— 5 a 
nt, chiefly it ed on ö. 
to be fully made out, I hope you: will give 
us an inſtance of your ingenuous temper, 
and as freely recant, as you have inconſide- 
yout uncommon method 
of defending Moſes, and the other ſacred 
Writers; which! a 
national Chriſtians, as it would to a Gover- 
nor of a well forti ified Town to be gravely 
told, that he muſt diſmount the Cannon, 
open the Gates, and pull down the Walls, 
or elſe he will find it e indefenſ- 


find the - 


ntely publiſhed” 


ars as ſurprizing to all 


Lou can retrath an error of inddvertend 
with a tolerable good: grace“; but when 
your Jadgment. is called in queſtion, and 


hed * Deſence, P 5t 


> ” 
= 
. . "pA Þ 2 FI” 
” a a . — ————— — — on — ” 
oy 8 — — 1 - _ — — — — 
— — 
— — — — — — — — — * — — 
> 
—.— — — 


— — 
— — — . —— - — 


laſt man, 10 will fee and own: 

it; but if = Fai it will annex one 
principal end of my writing, and 1 ou, 
I fear, all the pain without any de 
nefit of true repentance. 


5 pedo "that che duimin * 
| $98.0, cut very Lad, ang thas 159 
ſooner Ae STE, axticle of Faith, Man 
part of admiratiomʒ of whycl 
ren yay will, always 
enjoy a ſufficiept Mare; tar. what the left. 
rious world ungratefully qenꝝ a: Heng 4 
genius, N e bee il 
Fou — 11 wake no. 


2 SISA eee eee eee eee 5) ; 3 20 8 * p 
- F * * 7 * ww 85 * * * 1 
No * —— 1 \ * 7 * * iN 
7 . "=" "4 3 ; 
6 14 PF." x 
R * 0 


three late Productions With uncommoniap 
ture and complacency : but believe mg 51, 
all the world do not ſee thro” your Nec 
cles; and tho you ſhould, continue to c 

7 of, du, 


them with all the endearu 4 
beauꝝ, cloudy, dag matical, dantic, li- 
gatted, and as many other — appellar 
tions, as your polite invention can 
up, yet you will never induce them by. al 
thele fine compliments to renquncę their 
ſenſes: They will ſtill think, that the gres? 
Cicero has been much injured hy the tres: 
cherous carefſes of his pretended Friend; 


that rhe learned va has been put p 
4 e 
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— itheatick cvidend A 
exo-witnela pf — An ies, Rela 5 
tor of all the facts ich lie mentions ; that 
2hils, has been dra vn into a fervice, which 
be never dreumt of that Buſebias and Ce- 
neu can never be atvocates.tor political y- 
ing, or change: an hotrid etime, What- 
erer you may think of its innocence, 
: man; the ſteeſt nom all criminal artifice 
of any man in the rofld. In mort, they 
will till believe, notwithſtanding your De- 
ſener arid, Remarks, that you haveuſed your, 
Authors, as Proernfies did his Gueſts, ei then 
tretching out, or lapping off their ſenti- 
ments, as occaſion: requires: If their evi- 
dence is too full, you can fix a more quali- 
fed ſenſe. upon theif' words; if | defeQtive;, 
jou can lengthen! it out, and cateh at their 
meaning, and with k peculiat logic of your | 
wn draw gortain een ane n | 
dus premiſe. 

And now x my y Readett to have 
peruſed your three. Pass with the ſeveral 
alvers to them, I readily leave tlie juſt» 

Wick of my W to cheit determi- 
utions. 
And am g i in the firſt de of cheit 5 
pgment with mey in entirely condemning 
Jour rude and unmannerly treatment of a 
— ha! * by his — 
courle 
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dork ol one nh | Chriftane acres 
to be ſo contemptuouſly uſed by ons; 0 
is angry himſelf” for being barely fulbecked 


of not being a Chriftian, and -who would BW 
Fill take it worſe not to be thought com- ing 
pleat Scholar; but if you can ſhew'no-b * F7 
ter claim to learning than you Ha ve done the 
to Chriſtianity, 1 fear your title to bam BN that 
will appear very lame an- defective: mig 
Every one, Who knows that rente ty z; 
Perſon's conduct, whom you ſo 'mapifteri- Cour 


ally chaſtiſe; his unwearied / reſearches/jn 
the moſt uſeful branches of ſcience, his hu- 
| manity and tenderneſs to aſſiſt others eng 

ged in the ſame laudable purſuits, his ela- 
borate and ſucceſsful Defences of one im- 

portant article, and his late ſeaſonable in- 
dications of the holy Scriptures in genen 
againſt a profeſſed Adverſary of our com- ſets 
mon Chriftianity, would be apt to'think I than 
him exempt and ſecure from the railleries fuital 
and attacks of one, who 1 to be a ny. 


—Fellow-Chriſtian. 21: 08 1 130 14 

But it ſeems, nothing is to ſtand before WJ condy 
your all-conquering pen; whatever is a0. ition 
vanced without your permiſſion, muſt beſſſ are nc 
pulled down by your proweſs; and all man- gener: 
ner of ſolutions, which are offered toithe tithe: 
world without your previous approbation ible a 
mult be rejected as irrational, as the effec tot th 


of i 3 as the reſult of bi 


Both Tafidelity:cand Orthiod6xy'ſeet the 
70 nee ech ese fand a gerhing is” 555 
paſs for Sey ing that is not I in on 
en Mint.” ret, n abt Dutt 2 une 
We will allo indee jp that (your! rea 
ing againſt the Tusa. Plan is an argument 
1d hominem, and ſtrictiy concluſive againſt | 
the Author of it; and will farther 
that if you had begun and ended chere, it 
might have proved of ſervice to Chriſtiani- 
ty; but when your attempt to deſtroy the 
unter- batreries of your friends, and fall 
upon your alls, in order more eaſily to re- 
duce the common enemy, this ſcems to be 
anew way of making war; -arid-though;/in 
your own pri vate opinion, our Baftions and 
Redoubts might not have been exactly for 
ed according to the rules of Furti ſcutibn 
yet to diſcover either real or imaginary Jew 
fects ſeems! the buſineſs of à ſpy; rather 
than of a feRlow-ſoldi ier, and would call for: 
ſuitable trennen in a well-diſei e Ke 
my. 70 ve 
put this caſt caly to „ew, that your 
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oonduct is inexcuſable, even upon a ſi uppo- 


tion, that all Dr. VWaterland's Solutions 
ue not ſtrictly defenſible; but I believe in 


general they will ſtand the teſt, and have 


litherto ſatisfied the ſeruples of many ſen- 
ible and well-meaning Chriſtians; who have 
tot the Wager or hog refined taſte. { 
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gone m—_— of. one 2 — 
others of another; and ia caſan that dd at 
admit, or require ſtrict demonſtratiag in 
3 prooſa o 
tor others, becauſe only, probabie, 
2 Whoever reads Dr. Wat ian | 


with, and 10thank bim bor giving ſo — 
different ſolutions to the ſame difficulties; 
gut of which the Reader may stake hie 
choice; and. for multiplying authorities, 
and diyerlifying arguments in ſo mam u- 
rĩous lights, that me or a, or all of 
them, may hit and affect m wen ot different 
tempers and diſpoſitions. {94164 e 

But as it is this Gentlemen's 5 i 
with all his learning, induſtry, and ena 
neſs of judgment, which are all remarkably 
great and extenſive, not to pleaſe a Man 
of your nice palate in any one thing that 
he advances; fo it is his peculiar happineſs 
to ſee all his own explications of the ſeriptu- 


ral accounts of the Fall x, of the Canfaſjon Lap 
of Tongues, and of the Origin f Circumeiſim, I ere 
the three prineipal points attacked by you, lgus 
confirmed and eſtabliſned by thoſe abe e g 


pens, which have come in to his aſſiſtanco; 
and to behold likewiſe all your formidable 
objections proved by the ſame leaned 


Vid. Scripture examined with Candor, &c. 
pon. Eo hands 


—.— Jjaftly cal fog ele AN 
nd freedbm in vidlanion of — 
— e miſtgulded Zeal hofling up iat 
fury, - 4; E 12521 21157 gert chan Io. ne 1 at 
As to over-much gentleneſ@of file, "our 
Arerfaries aro HH free fomthatTmipu- | 
ation; and H Mrength of argumert is to 
ke meaſured d bete nentet 4ad cri mony of 
Gction, it muß be then Zartes bat 
they generally ome off victeriouHj 
That Pd net ke tits charge at _ 
(om, gong omg celeb rute pitel, and the 
plite author ef C * "nviffian, will 
be landing proofsl! 7100407 3H 

[ appeal to Serp ones) whethi eyes 
rere ever fliffvited' with more ungenteel 
lnguage, tian you! haye'givery to one of 
the greateſt Series an Divities ef his 
ige; and whethes ever GHU Biſhop 
"as treate@: ig, manner, as 
we ſcer the'lekrnadl and prudent Pre- 
te, who ene preſides over Our Metro. 


by : 5 poſts, 
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wren — — wh 
| unpardovable, believes whar he white, | 1 
The offene of the other your 
Iow-laboarens in error is, that de performs 
the duty of a faithful, vigilant Paſtot ʒ that 
he guards his flock againſt #he-.reigningin- 
fections of the; age, and writes wir ſuch 
_ candor of expreſſion, with ſuch ſtrength of 
| argument, and ſuch manly: ſimplicity;-that 
the rational and. impartial reader is at once 
ba — — Hrn 1 

:Norwighlia d the ſenſeles clamour 


en in out ju — n dne | 
argument before he has: lodged it with ui 

whereas the vain ſcribbler againſt him onh 
— ——— his noiſe, and-loſs it 
yy his goon be: SY . 
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it e upon his own wp he £6908 *1 
If men will take the liberty of. yenting 
every rude. thought that comes into! 25 
heads, it is an eaſy matter to he ve 
tions; and that man ſtands faireſt fag 
character of the moſt conſummate. wit, wh 
' abounds with the greateſt Ae of nal 


and ill nature. 
 Whoen 


1.1 


| Whoeycolikewiſe will date to utter things | 
ſhocking. to a modeſt Chridt „ enjoys a 
large field to himſelf without any danger 
olf being broken in e by others, kes , 
profane than himſelf. r 
Lou will ſay perhaps, What i is all this to 
me? I anſwer, You are ſeldom witty, but 
when rude; and when moſt my, border 
not a little upon the profane . ge 
You will likewiſe probably unge, t that I 
fall into the fault which I condemn, and 
whilſt I auk: Ry pou to , am re- 
ally very rude. 
To wit I make no pretenſions; — if 
plainneſs of ſpeech is upon all occalions 
rudeneſs, I own the charge; but if there 
are ſome circumſtances, i in which the meek- 
eſt man is juſtified in uſing freedom of ex- 
preſſion, 1 then eſteem myſelf innocent: I 
for ſuppoſing, what I muſt take for grant» 
ed till you have made a more explicit de- 
caration of your Faith, that you are ſecret- 
h undermining Chriſtianity, under pretence 
ef defending it; and are continually heap» 
ing unreaſonable calumnies upon its ableſt 
adyocates, upon no other apparent motive, 
ut their ſtrenuous vindications of it; all 
this I can't help taking to myſelf, whilſt I 
aye the honour and happinels of profeſſing 
myſelf a Chriſtian ; and I promiſe you, Sir, 
that I hall continue ſuch, till ſtronger ar- 
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guments chan you have hithertorprodiiy 
Tl be brought againft the founda JO * 
I have received therefore, in oommon 
Alt all real Chriſtians, a ff i ficient r Provo. 
cation to raiſe a ſuitable 'refentmen 
not to expreſs a ſuitable r t upon 
fuch crying Occaſions, would be little lei 
than a ctiminal complaifance, und à req! 
F of: your erime. Aa or 
This, I hope, will ap pologire n reſt 
of the world for my free treatment of n 
man, who has treated all the world, and 
religion itſelf, in a moſt unjuftifiable man- 
ner; but to hope, Sir, for your paidon, 
would be as vain in the expect tion, u 10 
fear your anger would-be caution extreme 
* ill placed. b 10 HOTTER, 
I have no relenement adds youre 
whoever you are, and ſhould rejoice to do 
you any friendly office oonſiſtent with duty 
to my God and Saviour; but your | 
ples and reafonings I muſt beg leave hears 
tily to diſclaim; and ſhould have a mean 
opinion of my own underſtanding, i it 
could not eaſily ſee thro' your thin fabter- 
fuges: It may plainly be ſeen, and with- 
out breach of charity is by many believed, 
that your heart is entirely infidel, without 
having the courage or ingenuity to on it. 
Tour policy ſeems to conſiſt in dropping 
ſufficient Hints, to let all adepts in infidelity 


know your real tin and at the ſame 
| | . time 


of the Bible. 
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FA deer py pore them Velere that 

But vour -hiats; are, ebend, and your 
ares ſo thin, that charity itſelf can make 
no excuſe for you; and to helieve that the 
wthor of the Letter, &. isla real Chriſti- 
an, is an article of faith; more difficult to 
be digeſted chan any in the whole mm 
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Tonly wonder, that Infidels, ho; vahot 
b much — reaſon, do not chuſe to make a 
more proper uſe of it, via. to remain entirely 
under cover, and take the benefit: of the 
cedulity. of Chriſtians; for it muſt be al- 
bwed, that Chriſtianity keeps men within 
decent bounds; but if Infidelity was to pre- 
nail univerſally, Hobbes's tate of nature muſt 
neceſſarily return,, and violence and labtils 
ty alternately rule the world, | 

If the grand ſecret was: Seen pub⸗ 
led, and univerſaly believed, the pro- 
pegators of it would ſoon find reaſon to le- 
pent of theit ĩmprudent diſcoveries: Their 
policy ſhoul he to act like skilful mounte- 
tanks, % populus vult deci pi, decipiatur; and 
bt like inconſiderate tattlers, who fr the 
leaſure of telling a ſecret, often inyolve 
— and een in ae difſi- 
M ties, BE bl 


e But 


But in . inſt nce, Loe 
carry the appearance of friendſh 
kind, in that they ris | ecuri 
and happineſs by endeavouring to make 
others as wiſe —— . their 
ſcheme, among many other advantages, 
- would ftrip ingratitude of the odious c- 
lours with which Chriſtian Writers have 
painted it, they might probably fal N 
ſel ves the firſt lacrifices to their o.]Cn 
ved ſyſtem. . e n 
If I miſtake Geficr their or yours mean- | 
ing! in any particulars, I ſhall be glad to be 
rectified, and ſhall with pleaſure be convin- 
dced of all ſuch miſtakes; as I ſhall always 
receive a ſenſible fatisfaction in finding the 
characters of men cleared up, "which: 3 
ſeemed juftly liable to cenſure. 
But after the moſt candid examination 
of your Letter, &c. I cannot but be of 
opinion, that your reaſoning againſt the au- 
thor of Chriſtianity as old as the G ration 
will be found equally ſtrong and concluſive, 
when applied to your own Tentimgam con- 
cerning the inſpiration of ... 
It was this fincere conviction" of m, 
which occaſioned this preſent addreſs to 
you; and I hope the honeſt intention ol 
convincing you and others of the evil te 
dency of your new-ſtarted notions,” will be 
« 17 agg orgy bor the ———_ 
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71 oa is wege ge r rea- 
againſt the plan of Religion, 
laid down by the author of Chriſiani- 
ty as old as the Creation, Pro yes with 
equal: force” againſt your own darling 
notions, and as effectually demonſtrates 
the abſurdity and jmmorality of your 
. own: favourite ſcheme, as of his ; 
which I will endeavour to execute, by 
comparing your arguments at the con- 
clufion with the ſentiments contained 

in "the _ of your Leeren S. | 


: You lay, Pag. 49. of your Eerie; that 
that author's ſcheme | is both irrational and 
immoral. | 25 

i. You prove it jedaddonah beckaſs'} im- 
practicable; and impraQicable, becauſe rea- 
ſon, his darling principle, by the confeſſion 
ol the great reaſoners of the heathen world, 
nd by experience, has been found an in- 
WH fifficient guide of life. 
2. You prove it immoral from the ooh 
ion and diforder it would introduce into 

the world, and from its tendency to diſturb 

ll the publick peace, which renders ſuch an 
on ittempt miſchievous and dangerous, and 
WM ticrefore criminal and immoral. = 

3. And then having enumerated the Eu. 
timents of the ancients, and their uſage of 
he ancient Infidels, you conclude: '* From 

. theſe inſtances, our author may ſee how 
80 | Fe 
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71 1 your attempt to ea the au- 4 
thority of the old, and conſequential- „% 

ly of the new T 3 is l 0 

4 irrational. 10.04». wet « 
r («_ 

8 5 "Pe an to ha, an 10 facient Bl ; 
guide of life, and Chriſtianity: to be the on, 
beſt contrived of all other religions to pro: 5 
mote the good of ſociety; if therefore you 17 
ſhall be found to ſap its foundation, you WI 4 
will then be obliged to own, that you have Bl h 
acted irrationally : But he who repreſentꝰ BY betx 
Moſes, as acting and writing without divine WI ++; 
anthority, does in reality lap the founda* BY face 
tion of Chriſtianity, which is built upon the 
the promiſes made in the Lam, and; iets BY give. 
mankind looſe from al the cogent-obliga- they 
tions of the Goſpel ; for upon this ſcheme to 
the promiſe of heaven will only be eſteem- the 
ed a paradiſe to catch fools, and the terror Wi bone. 
of pol dwindle into mere bruta JOS: In 

| > {4 fine 


S + 111 1 know 


Te Jy; 

know: you win diſclaim! "th 10le 
4188 ; but I believe it wil be nd Uifficn * 
matter to make erer 54 e 
ally. * = y 211110 „ 
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"7 Ae ik! h ority-oF Moſes, 
we haye your ſcnelments of it in the pared 5 

ge of your Letter, "where" After 4 long 
Afnrerpreted! quot! tion from Foſe us, you © 
make this 1 PTR LIL _ 1 ; 2 4 > 
« from fo leur ned a ge as this, in defending - 
* 1 th and preemits re of Dit own 


religion, might ent us $6: trtortain more 
« moderate and quilfied  ſentimetths* roncern- 
© ing its divine origin, as well; as the divine 
4 inſpiration of its founder Moſes. | 
| NowT beg leave'to ask this plain queſti- 
on, What can you mean by more moderate 
ind qualified ſentiments concerning its origin 
ind inſpiration,” but that the Law had 10 
divine brigin, but that its Founder Had 10 
dine ſpiration ?Fhere cam be no medium 
between divine and not divine,” any more 
than between a trait and erooket' tine; and 
ſince you will nor allow either the origin of 
the Law, or the infpiration of the Law- 
giver, to be divine but in a quali fied ſenſe, 
they muſt both neceſſarily dwindle, one in- 
to a bare human inſtitution, the other into 
tne natural ſuggeſtions of good fenfe and 
honeſt intentions. 
In your Remarks indeed you grant a di- 
ſine authority to Moſes in the inftirution 
„ 


s / 
* ay 


ner ia iration to his writi | ngs, 2. 65 But 
ſume, by your former key, viz. in Sk. 
7 i 8 
at ni 2133 Ne e FTE 
Aker 4 continued degradation of the cha- 
an. ol-\Mo/es, it is not enough to make 
only a general profeſſion; of eſteem; parti- 
cular i injuries demand particular latiaſaion, 
and the reparation is not comple 
the unjuſt. cenſure. is; particularly. retracted: 
But this. piece of juſtice Moſes has not Jet 
received from your hands. 4-4 if 
„Nor, has Foſephas been uſed better; 
you firſt miſinterpret, him, and then obſti f 
nately Acad your e en e 
tions. 8 
Though it does not fall wi thin my pro 
vince to Maddie with your quotations, yet 
I cannot forbear obſerving from thoſe which 
I haye examined, and from a careful peru 
ſal of your own three pieces, and of, five o- 
thers, which have been publiſhed in-anfixc 
to them, that the accuracy of the ſcholar 
the candor of the gentleman, and the tue 
ſpirit of a Chriſtian, ſeem to be entite 
ſtrangers to your pen, from one end of thu 
cantroverſy to the other.. 
And as to Joſephus in pale i, yo 
could make the whole tenor of his writing! 


to ſquare with your expoſition, | I . 
the 
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W then allow it to be jun and equitable ; but 
the caſe happens to be far otherwiſe: I will 


* 


n 
1 | and equitable 5 but 


oaly appeal te one place, which direQly 


and peremptorily, aſſerts the divine inſpira- 


tion of the books of Moſes, without any 
reſtraint.or qualified meaning whatever. The 


paſſage is. in his firſt. book againſt Apion, 


where among. other arguments for the 
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the tranſactions of the firſt and moſt 


thentickneſs of the Jeuiſd accounts 


urges this: The power of writing 
our books is not granted to all pro- 
miſcuouſly, nor is there any diſagree- 


ment in our accounts: Thoſe Prophets 


only z e tarmvoley Try Send TH 925 {Gr 
Nyrey, 20h received their inflruftions by 


real inſpiration from God himſelf, being 


commiſſioned to give a plain account of 


early ages, as well as of their own times; 
hence we are not loaded with an infinity 
of claſhing and diſagreeing books, but 
our whole number is only two and twen- 
ty, which take in the whole compals of 
time, and juſtly deſerye the higheſt cre- 
dit; of MY, Fg the five books 

If uk ee this teſtimony, will 


ſtill think, that Joſephus only looked upon 
Moſes as another Numa or Lycargus, 1 frank- 

ly promiſe neyer to enter the lifts with 
him ſo much as to prove, that the ſug 


ſhines at noon day. 


D' 3. un 


[x8], 


. * the 1 page of. your letter, cc he 
« ſes was trained in all the learning of the | 
ce Egyptians ; which learning was employed 
te more eſpecially i in the 150 of Theolo- | 
«oy + 'D hey were held the firſt i inventors 
% of religious rites and. ceremonies, of 
„ pomps and proceſſic ions; and where. Was 
this learning of his more likely to exert 
« itſelf? Where could we ſo l ex- 
c pect to ſee its influence, a $ in formin; 
« the civil and eccleſiaſtical po polity of = 
« new Commonwealth? 2 


In the 36th page of your Defence. we . ; 
e vety one will ſee the force of this r =. 
« 7 17 (of Jl oſephas) ; for whoever is "4 3 7 
« ſcious to himſelf that he has formed the 
(c beſt body of Laws, has certainly the 
te beſt pretence, either himſelf to imagine, F 
e that he had the aſſiſtance of God in P, 
them; or to deceive the people with the by 
W notion of his being ſo aſliſted. | _. | g 
If we compare theſe Te ca. of yours 
with thoſe of the ancients concerning Me | 4 
es, and examine what ſhare of credit he 2 
had in the Fewiſh, and has all along en- oy 
joyed in the Chriſtian Church, ſo much as 03 
you have endeavoured to take off from the Wh 
common ſtandard of his reputation, fo far 15 
have you attempted to weaken his __ 2 
A of a 


Now we affirm, that the common opi- 


nion both of Jews and MM 1s, 5 


' Hog" of 264 were Abinel 
ſpired, by which we, mean, that 1 1M — 4 
written either by the immediate ſuggeſtion 
of the Spirit of God, guarded by his 
divine Fpefiflten Aae: Jo all errors and 
miſtakes either of facts, .reaſoning, or do- 
agrine: Of this Philo and Poſe ephus, and the 
W whole ſtream of Chriſtian Writers will in- 
W form you among the ancients, unleſs you 
read their works,. as ſome wretches are re- 
ported to ſay the Lord's Prayer; and you 
ſeem ſenfible enongh of the ſentiments of 
the moderns by the polite names which 
you plentifully beſtow upon them, for no 
other apparent reaſon, but their ſteady at- 
tachment to the divine authority of Moſes. 

Now if to deſcribe this great Lawgiver, 
as ſubmitting to the little arts of wicked 
Politicians, . as impoſing upon the people 
by falſe pretenſions of divine authority; if 
to repreſent his civil government, as ſup- 
ported by force, injuries, and lying and pro- 
per fable and fiction; if all this is conſiſt» 
= I will not ſay with divine veracity,. 
but even with common honeſty, then I wilt 
own you innocent of the attempt charged 
zgainft.you; but if the reverſe is true, as 
I think itis to a demonſtration, then the 
accuſation is as fully made out, as ſuch ſort, 
of artifices are apparently and often imputed, 
to Moſes in your ſeveral pieces, 
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 caliar happineſs of being rhe firſt writer bi 
and at the Tame time inſiſted upon the 


the truth, when either the perſon interro- 


their Leaders a right to uſe them like fo 


 hitnſelf ever claims, vis. of diſpenſin 


ſuch political tricks, where the honour of 
the ſupreme Goyernor of the world is con- 


4. In your, Remarks. you_courageouſly 
defend polizical lying, when it. is for the bo. 
refit of the people; and in this haye the pe- 


# 
- 


- 


that ever maintained fo irange 4 doftrine, 


ſoundneſs of his Chriſtianity. Ne 

We will allow all the liberties that the 
moſt indulgent Caſuiſts haye admitted, vis, 
that we are not obliged ſtrictly to adhere to 


- 


gating has no right to ask it, or will make 
a wicked uſe of the diſcoyery: But has the 


people goyerncd no right to enquire by | 
what. authority a.new and chargeable ſyſtem 


is. the compliment which you make to the 
bulk of mankind, whilſt you flatter their 
Governors with a greater power than God 
the facred and inviolable laws of truth. _ 

5. But admitting, that in common caſes 
it is allowable to deceive the people ſor 


« ©.5- 5.4 

O0 4 | — 
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their benefit, is it yet allowable t 


cerned ? To pretend his authority without 
having any juſt grounds for ſuch pretenſi- 
ons, and to make the deluded multitude 
Hrmly believe, that“ the Lord hath ſaid it, | 


« when 


q Ja, is, e at than the crime | 
| ee — . 14 Ar I" * vet of 12 5 


„ er eee eee ene 
4 * ; — yy * 
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or by. this licenſe all. r in hs 


bold may be: juſtified, -and. Mahomet has 
been injoriouſiy treated by all the Chriſtian 
Writers: But if you, Sir, wonld undertake 
Deſenoe of thar great and injured Law 
ver, you would cafily put him upon a le- 


jourite maxims, having already reduced the 
brew to near a E of reputation with 
he Arabian Prophet. 5 
But perhaps you will ee 40 Will you 
not give me leave to explain my own 
beatiments? ip I not plainly diſavow all 
' notions derogatory to the true honour of 
ft far oh you allow him à nomi- 
ul, but rob him of all real inſpiration; 
u grant him ſuch an inſpiration as hea- | 
lens would not deny him, nullum magnum 
wenium five divino —— but at the ſame 
ine charge him with ſuch fitions as are 
wonſiſtent with any degree of. nee inſpi- 
ation whatever. 
In ſhort, your denial of the clude of 
tempting to weaken the authority of 
Moſes 


el with: Moſes by the {hers of your.newfa: 


down he main pillars which ſupported it. 


SET * 


Aer aiiphirts'to the ſame, 45 OY 
deny, that Samſon pulled down the houſe 
cover the heads of the Lords of the 551. 
0 liftines, after having granted, that he pulled 


6. But let your own words plead for 
your IC * — notion aries 5 the divine Ori. 


4 1 
"a Aſn ar bi 

; [this lewd one 5 venture to ſay; th oh 
7% the juppoſption of ſome degree | fach : 
the 


« 
« 
cc 


.-_ 


on may poſſiblyj be found neceſſary" to the ö 
ſolving ele of” the B AW $\ 
tings, without any hurt to their authority, 
or advantage to Infidelity. b ns 4 1 a 
As if ſome degree of fiction being 50 ſary 
Sc. was no part of fron, had no tel 
wn 12˙7 or no connection with political h- 
If this is not reſolving the divine Ori- 
hin of the Law and the "inſpiration of - 
es into fiction, fable, and lying, I confeßß I 
have loft all my own diſtinguiſhing facul- 
ties, and will heneeforwiar acquieſte in 
your infallible dictates; and ſince you; Sit, 
affirm, that' #570, is wat Non, I muſt be- 
lieve, that your ſcheme does not reſolve 
the inſpiration of Moſes into any fuch 
thing; ſince you ſay, that your deſign is to 
ſtrengthen, and not to weaken his autho- 
rity, I muſt of courſe admit you to be the 
ableſt advocate that Mo * ever had. B 
| ut 


2 3 A. oa 


But to be KN Was ever ſuch an a 
font offered to the. common ſenſe of man- 
kind, as in one ſentence gravely to deny, 

What in the very next is openly acknow- 
= |:dgd and pleaded ſor? But I preſume we 
muſt take your meaning in a\gualified ſenſe - 
ye muſt allow vou, for decency, to own a 
general inſpiration ig your own ſenſe of the 
word, : and, to ſerve your | hypotheſis, ex- 
din it away into ſome degree * e 
i. e. into no inſpiration at all, 
Can any one believe that God governs 
the world, and talk at this inconſiſtent rate? 
Can the wiſe Contri ver of all things — 
in need of the cheats of men, to carry on 
lis excellent deſigns? Can the leaſt dares 
of fiction conſiſt with his nature, whoſe Lazw 
W i the Truth ? Or can any man of common 
| fenſe and integrity, as 44% muſt be grant- 
d to be, imagine to do God good ſervice 
by forging his authority, nog: ſpeaking 
ſly in his name? Such impious uſurpa- 
tions call for no leſs vengeance than that 
pronounced againſt thoſe men, "who do evil 
rat good may come. Rom, iii. 8. 
7. In the next place, between the Law 
and the Goſpel there is a neceſſary, conne- 
don. Feſus appeals to Moſes, John v. 46. 
laut if Moſes had only been inſpired by his 
an natural good ſenſe, how could he, as 
mortal man, foretel any events of Feſws, 
born ſo many centuries after him? Either: 
there- 
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Amy betber — and if f6, Our ehe. 
mies would not deſire àa more Wehen 3 
argument to overtum Chritian ty. ©: 
S8. St. Paul affirms; that all" fene 
given ee of Eon. But Mptur 
in the New, always includes the : ange 
of the Old Teſtament; among which the 
Pentateuch was ever eſteemed the principal 
part by all the Feows, and the o e I 
books by: one party among TR as it ig 
generally believed of 'them. rp 
But if the Sadducees had Orr” eh 
only of human compoſition, hy did they 
Jo ſcrapulouſly reject all other parts of the 
received Canon, which might undoubtedly 
lay claim to equal veneration, if all uy 
ſubſiſted in their rn A8 bare human 
authority? 1 
Thus the holy Jeſus, his Apoftli 1 | 
and the whole KP of the are off 
a different opinion from Joes oor £ 
credit of 2 25; and i Ir notions a 
true, theirs TA be falſe. 2 el us there 
fore, how the authority of Moſes can 4 : 
maintained, how the truth of Chriſtianity 
be ſupported, when the ſtrongeſt eric 5 
for the one, and the corner one and maß 
ar of the other, are conle e ſe 4 
aide as gefeskive! A | [ 
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| 955 But you will be 
Ebting St. aud as: an: advocate 
Wir ation,” without taking notice of your 
* irefragable prof, to the: Donterary 9 5 the 
i: 7 1$th: page- eur Remarks. . Jeet ©; 
= There'indeed:you' ſuy, & St. N 0 
beg daclares: 2 a ſederul occa 
aut of line inſpiration; whi 
WJ vill allow a fem particular: 
I i Gr. vii. Den But as ex- 
* rr ate granted to confirm a general 
me, fo thoſe "particular paſſages are a de- 
Wl nonftration, that all other parts of his 


witings; not fo er el n the e 


nuine ated of God. 
And the paſſage which you have. pi 10 


out from Gal. Iii, 15. T ſpeak after the man- 


„ of men, happens unfortunately to be 


rothing to your purpoſe, tho you boldly 


pronounce, that in this ſentence be Apoſtle 


lſavows all pretencs 10 divine 7 
St. Paul, I acknowledge, ſpeaks after the 


manner of men, or elſe how would it be 


poſſible for men to underſtand him? And 
in this place he means no more, than that 
he draws his argument from the known o- 
pnions of men concerning the nature of 
wutracts and covenants*. 
h it be but a man's covenant, yet 

«if it be confirmed, no man diſannulleth or 


, addeth thereto : har WA fortiori) the 
* Covenant 


vid. Wall in 1 


Alois 
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hich we 


cc 5 Chriſt: (0: idbrab iu rd" his e 5 23 
*. Lau, which wa 13e e ter, a0 = 
e Gal. iii. 151%. "tc n 55 g 
is interpretation is:alſoiconfirmed:bl 
 Chryfoftom,; Theophylay: and Yerom: Amel : 
upon the place; tho T;ownithellatter-prin 
eipally dwells upon your ſenſe of it, buff 
not in that large extent; he ably, Gy hae. 
the Apoſtle . does not ſpeak: ſecundum Df 
am, ſecundum reconditun een be i. e 
from the dictates of God, or in tlie lan „ 
s guage of recondite M iſdom; „ Wherea ll 
your way of rendring the Paffage at tha 
bottom of your 79th page, looks 48 f Je 
rom thought that St. Paul had diſavowedii 
all pretence to divine inſpiration, not onlyll 
in this particular paſſage, but alſo in all hi 
other writings ; for which ſuggeſtion Fer 
gives no room, nor does he ſay one word o 
di 1ſavowing all pretencè to divine inſpiration 
A repetition of the paſſage, with you 
tranſlation of it, and another ſomethingl 
[nearer the original, will Joltify e my obſer 
K pr 5 poflal ola 
Unde mani feſſum eft id fecifſ# Wool 
ce quod promi ſit How W ad Galatagy* cor 
« uſum eſſe ſen fi bus, fed quotidianis & vil eber 
& bus, & que poſſent, nifi præmiſſſis egy” ** 
* cundum hominem dico, rade 25 le 
* Plicere. Hier. com. in Gal. iii. I.. 


„ 


« r. Faul N good what he ſays, and by 
« his lem and vulgar ee and the im- 


Wl « have given rudent men, Bad not 
„ prefaced, as — pes," by di ſavowing all 
Freteuce ta divine inſpiration. 


original, and more agreeable. to-the ſenſe of 


« the Apoſtle performed his promiſe in not 
( uſing ſublime and recondite ways of rea- 
| i ſoning, but ſuch as were ſo vulgar and 


" to prudent. men, if he had-not-introdu- 


« ſpeak after. the manner. of men. 
Now let the reader judge — is the 


non, but muſt think that St. Pauls argu- 
nent is very ſtrong and concluſive, and by 
o means apt to give diſguſt; it is taken 
ndeed from the common notion of the in- 
nolableneſs of contracts, which is all that 
8 common in it; and I Lao? t believe that 


a argument from a more proper topic. 
cannot tell how it happens, but ſo it 
s; perſons of your turn of thought are re- 


nude notions and was expreſſions, 
E 2 Which 


Which Words y e be 


proper appication oY certain words, might © 


Iwill next add à tranſlation dne dt. the 


the author: (From hende it is plain, that 


{ trite, that they might have given diſguſt. 
ced them with ſuch a preface as . 1 


uſteſt tranſlation; but Jet him take which 
ke will, T own I cannot. be of Ferom's opi- 


ther Ferom, or his 7 ran/lator, could draw 


mrkably diligent in picking out all the 


which ſonctimes irop from the pa 0 We ; 
| Lightfoot, Till, happen 3 i : 
any time from their uſual gaddyjudagment, 
the whole band of moderm Fuse tine 
fix at once upon the weak part, feaſt. upon 
it with uncommon eageraels,: and-diſregar: + 
all the juſt ſentiments and 8 J 
nie vrhich abound in all chte . 
of their works. 1185 21 5 
wh his method of — | 
ughts from. otherwiſe judicious authors 
rally makes ſuch: a — piece, aa 
Hurace's Humano Capiti; and, among men 5 
of un underſtanding, never fails 7 
to raiſe the Lame mack of con 
l leave it to your conſideration, whethet ; 
it is not more nuous- to [imitate the 
judgment and induftry. of that celebrated 
Paintet, who travelled: over all Greece ta 
furniſn himſelf with patterns of the motif 
exact features, in order to draw the por 4 
traiture of a compleat Beauty; than to in 
dulge the falſe taſte of our modem refiners 
who religiouſly. collect all the defects of the 5 
beſt authors; and by artfully : qambling 
them becher, become famous 
cing finiſbed pieces of deformity. W 
10. But to return; — 
skill appears in cunningly-ſhifting the quel 
_ tion, from the divine authority and pl 
ration of which was the 5 b 
| _ 
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wiys affected, owhether" the * ——— 


ſome of their n and Cuſtoms from” 
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3; Nor, 3 , 10 ift of any-ermſequeter 
— order to vindicats- 2 
ture, thought it ncorſfarf, iq ſeime Taſtes,” 

to recux to allegory, or nt. 
4 Nor, by in chat notion; chat the 
are hor of 'abſolute-andmiverfal 
inſpiration, if understood in reſttained 
ſenſeg ſuch as Archbiſhop 7 
n e deſtrugtive in Tal, | 
_ Moſoe,- or of the divine 
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us no criterions to make proper dünnen 


are inconſiſtent with either divine autt „ 
ty. or dinge infpication,wndeſs nderfiodd- | 


* 


between your ſelf and your adverſaries, 
turned ſolely upon accounting for the diffi- 


3 you have attempted to wWealen 


rity of, Moles and; his I 
to him ſuch. degrees of; 


in your qualified ſenſe: 


have ſeen the meaning. 


e an Nadi ie lr zortl.. 


who ought. always to: keep the 2 _ 5 


ſtion in, view, and either N luppontzor 


ingenuouſly give it un nh inn DALY 


I, 
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11. The. degrees of »fiction. imput 
you to Moſes are ſuppoſed to be — 


ly. ſpread over all his works, and 


only this we are certain muſt nec 
your meaning, that whenever any d 


ties occur, not eaſily to, be: actounted 2 | 


to them. your degrees of fiction muſt be *. 


plied; and the greater the difficultics: are, 
the greater degrees of. fiction will in all rea- 
ſon be neceſſary for the ſolution of them: 
And this, Sir, Larther fixes. the charge ob 


weakening the authority of Adgſes. upon 


fs you, without any poſſibility of being ie. re 
moved. 


Add moreover, that the whole diſpute 


2 culties 
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culties in the e, nnen et "the 

Fal eee 267 ware! e 
To ſolve which, you kindly help us 


; ſome. degrees ef _ and though all 1 
ion is a depatture-from tru 


and there- 
fore unworthy: of a man divinely inſpired, 


yet ſtill you directly charge it upon Moſes, 


in matters of the greateſt importance; ſuch 
as is his account of the fall of man, upon 


which turns the whole economy of the 
Goſpel, and of man's redemption. There- 


fore the neceſſary conſequence of your rea- 
ſoning is, that the very baſis of Chriſtiani- 


ty is a fiction; and then it is eaſy to deter- 
mine what will n oo re _ 
user. 1! T 


Upon the whole; an lead Sir, to re- 
view what has been ſaid. If the Chriſtian 
religion is the beſt calculated for the good 
of mankind, as you yourſelf acknowled ge; 
if all its influence and truth depends up 
the divine inſpiration of the Scriptures; 


and if the New confirms the Inſpiration of 


the Old Teſtament, then they muſt both 
ſtand or fall together: Whoever therefore 
attempts to weaken the authority of the 
one, makes the fame attempt upon the cre- 
dit of the other. You have been ſufficient- 
ly proved to have made the former attempt, 
and therefore the latter; and by this means 
have run yourſelf into the moſt irrational 
project, that eyer wiſe man n ſet about: You 


hope 


, 


5 if: x Bl 
dope to:keep the ſabtick ſtanding arm 1 
ving pared away the 3 . 
«frm Chriſtianity to be well cales for 
8 © hal good of mankind, after havi 


ed the main and are fee n | 
lach alone it can act effectually. 101 
NOSE ct 3H: AT 1 3 vio 115 N flift 7 5 

2. And having thus proved yuur ſcheme 
** be irrational, I come now 26 dokks ne 

charge of immorality upon it; ich 
may be thus OP demotitratiakto,) 

077 569 ICH 

- Whatever . to fubvere the publick 
peer is immoral; whatever leſſens the in- 
fluence of Chriſtianity, tends to ſabyert 
the publick peace: your pretended diſcove- 
_ ries leſſen the' influence of Chriſtianity, and 
therefore tend to ſubvert the age m_ 
ug are R immoral. £1 II 
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on principles of eee | — 
on God as every where preſent, and their # 
Bibles as his infallible word; they fear the 
judgments denounced, . and hope for the e- 
wards promiſed in them; hence they ſirm- 
ly believe, that every word, action and 
thought will be called in queſtion; and re- 
warded with infinite happineſs, or con- 
demned to eternal Tü nner 

ſhall ſeverally deſerve. 
Chltiſtianity, under ſucbn al wilt c. 
fectually conduce to the good of ſociety, 45 10 
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ain ue e 
or Tuyturus of the Ancienti i 
In 3 you \Reminrbs- you tal nelter in A 
| Inſpiration) und briag tlie great 
es Uf Grut int 4 Lubie co -counte- 6 
aunoc;your pleg?-> 2b! e nicht e aw 
If b your leatned ladowrn you had dont 
mud :hriftiaiicy, as thoſe truly en- 
lent” en have done; if yow had giveh 
us teaſun to think, that yout Fainb wis as 
fitm as Theirey you. — have the ſanie 
with them, But ſtill 46-infufficient:plea for 
being indulged in the like particularit ies. 
Yeu tho“ we ſhould: grant all the! points 
br which you urge ene on 
defence would remain Rill iheomplits 
they only modeſtly ſuggeſt, that pethajs 
in fore few inſtänces of no moment, the 


ſuperintenduntebf the Holy Spirit migh 
be ſuſpendedy/ but yon at once boldly. firike 


of the whole Pertereach from all pretens 
lions to ſupernatural aſſiſtance; and ſtem, 


vith the young converts at Ep, not 6 
nuch as to — haart, ok po * "7 


"9 Ate ute. 2. .9, 
> 1 uu 


4 . —— . — 


m. barbarous; but . hes 1 


— laid bor 
mep n appeal to every. reader; of: your 


Letter, Defence, andiRemarks 
ſtian or Infidel, whether this wan not and 
is not ſtill his ſincere opinion, after ſerious 
and i impartial peruſal of them all. 
Beſides, the uſe which men of ene 
cuteneſs will make of a partial inſpiration, 
will be in a little time to reduce it to.no 


inſpiration-at all; for in this caſe evety man 


will and ought 2 judge for himſelf,;what f 
and in the 


he will — and hat reject; 
end it will fare with the Seriptures, 2s it 
did with the middle- aged man in the fable; 
every reader will cull and pick out hat he 
does not like; and I leave you to deter- 


5 mine, how much of genuine inſpiration will | ö 
remain in the whole, after every humauriſt 


has paſſed 15. Judgment apo ons _— 
the Bible. 
There is a neceſſity thenefore 


of the Chriſlian Church. You have _ 
ly diſclaimed one material part of it; and 


until: you. plainly tell us, what you will ö 


pleaſe to admit, and what not, we mult 


uf that you * * the * f | 


ting or rejecting the whole Canon of -Scri- Wi 
pture, as it was confirmed by our Saviour 
and his 4poſiles; and the concurrent ſuſfrage 


= gacilty, ey w VC gLY ES A Ut 
- 5 e — dave detedted his fitions 
Voith better ſucceſs, and have found out a 
WY way to ward off the cataftropt d ell 
eebellion brought upon them 
But, alas thoſe wretched mutineers were 
unhappily convinced at laſt, that their great 
Leader had the command of the elements 
in his poweny that he could either make 
waters flow. from: hard rocks, or cauſe dry 
S und to amidſt the waters; that. he 
could either enlighten the air with columns 
of fire, or obſcure it with palpable dark- 
ness; and, in ſhort, dlrect even the ſolid 
. arth to be at once both their gare and 
J cxecutioner./ 
= How you will digeſt theſe marvellous : 
J counts, I can eaſily imagine; you have 
endeavoured to ſolve the confuſion of tongues, 
by ſhewing yourſelf ignorant of the nature 
of the original languages: You have gar 
Leer the difficulties of the Red Sea, by in- 
BJ troducing from Joſephus the Pamphilian 
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"WI Lake; which, if allowed to be parallel in 
d bome circumſtances, yet the argument to 
1 de drawn from it is juſt as concluſive, as if 
R ay one ſhould -affert, that Jeſus never cu- 
nd a blind man by miracle, becauſe mo- 

. 1 | dern 


cure by natural means. 
And ao or hs e 
is only ſuppoſing 


have Nag Ms 2 unde oy ae 
ignorant aden; "60> ew th mighty wi 
der wilt de eit ö * FW "OS VE 
As ridiculous a8 this A dene 2 ears, no 
better do the refined genius d of 'this ſome- 
times attempt to explain the wonddete of 
paſt ages: They tart at dhe very name of 
miracles, and think nothing impoffble to 
make them appear- ſo; and in ordes to de. 
rote the very notion, eee 7reat- 
er paradoxes,” and poſtulatums * 
credible than the points whiels they kiblour | 
to overturn; and upon the-whole' we may W 
fafely aver, that our true modern Viee- ; 
thinkers, at the ſame time that we - 
claim, rail, and rave againſt ereduliey, are 
themſelves the moſt CT an ima f Y 
any under the fan. © 1002200” Ol |: 
By this time, I believe, * Sade | 


cv _ 2 was wm uu tow tut 
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appears, that your notions about the H. BY 5 
ons, fables and lying, interſperſed; upon your 
ſcheme, in the conduct and writings of Ab- = 

7e, tends to weaken his credit and/authori- 

ty; and therefore the certainty” of every fe 


thing that depends upon chem, ieh art 7 
the race of * Society z, * aud conſequently 1 


your 


in therm, 


My 5 and your 
brmer have thrown Indeed a 
_ 3 na = e 


ret with 


5 and tho T do not en 8 44 1 
fend every notion which may be advanced 
regard to your quot 
ons, I reſt the whole matter upon what 
have ſaid coneerning them. 

b the three laſt no anſwer has yet ap- 
replieatiom to the two 
great deal of 


Ke, 


* point 
4. 


„ 4 Reply * . Df 8 


3. An. 
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Grramwiſton, &e. 


Lan Zudges, Nec. 1 2 


A 


Anfiver * phe Leer, — to 


tons on the auen and the De 
fence of ity A 

5. Remarks bs Beat» Dy: Wader 
land, in relation for ** r arrouns of 


your 


your way of dcfending: farmer 


clearing, up miſinterpretec ed aut ties, 
tenacious pe leverance in 1. def nce 


them. N e 
iat, | per 


Aſter 4 diligent and impa 
the arguments on each {i 


will concur with me in this verdicb, viz 
That the author of 5 Letter, &c. either 
by deſign or ignorance, has peryerted it 
meaning of his principal teſtimonie 


you plead ignorance, I muſt do von the 3 


Juſtice to believe, that it was, not invinci- 
ble; and leave you to make the beſt uſe of 


the conceſſion: : but if the caſe vas other- | N ; 
wiſe, what plainer prog, of imm 4 


can be produced ? A 
If ſuborning of common evidence is he 
nouſly criminal, what an "aggravation of 


only ſolid foundation both of preſent and 
— happineſs, by debaſing the divine 
Oracles into cunningly deviſed fables? 


But if you ſtill perſiſt, that your-quota- | | g 


tions are in general right, and properly ap- 


plied, and that all who think otherwiſe are | 


ſtupid and illiterate Bigots, I am content to 
be one of the number, being well aſſured 
of being in good com pany, ' vis. of the 


moſt F 


| ben 1h. 
ep :freſh- ones; and your method 0 
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ade, I believe. both 
ingenuous Infidels, and rational Chriſtians, 


guilt 1 is added, whom the profeſs d intention 
is to rob God of his glory, and men of the 3 
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s 
armed, krete tralh rational men 
1 6 ho 'kingdoin. SIG F 
T he author of Chriſtianity as old} Nc. is 


far more excuſable: ne endeavburs to take 


C away Revelation, but ſubſtitutes Reaſon in 
its place; you diveſt us at onee both of the 
1 bac of Rea 

ef Revelation; and jeave men to act and 


n, and of the certainty 


be governed: by Mac hivilian ſchemes,“ wien. 

« gut God: in the World.“ Fe 
And thus, upon the whole, the Auge 

of attempting to weaken the authority of 


Y 15/25, and cohſequen tly"of Jeſus, bas been 


apparently made out; and che deſign and 


3 manner of | executing} ſuch an attempt has 


been proved to be both irrational and im- 
moral, from your on principles and rea- 
bing __ the above-nam'd de 


A ooh 10 3 17 


* The rouſtytener of all which is, that 
your three Pieces, which have been 
ſhewn to be deſtructive of true Chri- 
ſtianity, and therefore of the publick 
peace, and are conſequently both irra- 
tional and immoral, ought by your 
own. 1 conterling to o be W to the 


This, in your own opinion, would have | 
been the judgment of the polite Antients, 
| ia writings leſs hurtful than yours ap- 
1 to be: <0" I own, I know of no prin- 

| W | 


Dt — rr ren ey 


or * 4 


no rs 0 fo iery, cha Mn | the 


ſentence; -. & (anne 0 ll . 5 | 
Fire ſeems to. be. the. < only ry/armvigg 1 
which ich. virulent in e ale 
ently pollured.aloondg our 4 Þ 


this — — to pazity! ther, 
and diſperſe the pe rapoure, Which 5 
your irvenmed Pages have en in the 
e lords th noqg H,“ Wl 
: £14 A 5:03 Seen 10 5 
4 The lat link in yonchaie of mils. ö 
Ang, is the r 69% af The author | 
* ſuch; miſchie vous produ .cas 
1 your adverſaries, and v : 
proved Wann rs a} eben F- 
OO Dent 1.008 207-3301 mL 
And ſince — have ſugpeſied this as a 
juft puniſhment of an author, in many re- 
ſpects leſs criminal than yourſelf, I cannot 
help! agreeing with yon; if you will gire 
me leave alſo to nnn. eee tonſeſ⸗ 
Jedly yore: writer, A Dun 4 Wy, 


+ $24 | 1 Dns 5 1098 £0 
— on of jaftitr wilay 1/0. 
am necis artific 


ces, So... tf 


ty 
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if 4 generous. opponent, who frankly le ; 
clares his intentions, is thought worthy of ; 
ſo rigorous treatment, what would. you 
42 of a latent 2 2 1 

nend, 


tion Wor 125 4 : 

wn 7 nevi 7g all that it 

v & a legal Twi owing 

ding cc io muſt fatf, or Thfidelity 
1 profile, "6s own ſectitit teaches us 
nther ta wiſh the whole infideſ Band with 
ill theft ſecret abetrors, ſhipped" off to a. 
rontyeriient, « diſtance, than to beliold out na- 
tive country once mote involved in Pagan 
duke, d de} rived of the invaluable 
tenchir of” the, Gofpel, He 

But as to your own proc; we, will ingly 
ommute the puniſhment, and,” infte 
demanding yo te exile, contend. for 5 
continuance at home; that you may repait 
the injury which you. have endeayoured P 
bring upon Chriſtianity, by remaining a 
. bnd ing ſpectacle of the weaknels of lk. 
5 iclency, Pol the ſtrengtli of unreaſonable 
prjadice, and of the fruitteſneſs of all at- 
empts to andermine the ſolid foundation 
of that holy Religion, .which is built upon 4 
aal, and has the promife of Heaven, that 
le gates of F bell fþ 475 #0 5 N a$ainſt it. 
But there is Ache. rt of baniſhment, 
wich I fear you have alteady , 
| G an 
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and muſt have pation. much longer to 
bear, till; the uſe ſhall be 5. | fem Ae 1 1 | | 
mean a total baniſhment from the heart . 
and affections of all good men . 
This, Gl you liye,. if. your, per- 
ſon is known, you find, I dare fay, experi- 
mentally. true: what - belaxe' was -cordial 
friendſhip, dwindles now: into cold . ; 
what before was love and real eſt 
no changed into diſtant complaiſanc 
empty civility. __ 1 = #| 
Perhaps you may enjoy ibs ic * 
panegyric of a few pretenders to exalted 
reaſon; but for this airy. reputation you 3 
have loſt the ſolid pleaſures of true friend- WW 
ſhip, and have gained the infamous cha- 
rater of betraying the cauſe, which you Wl 
undertook to ſupport. / 
I hope, and pray to God, that St. aut: 
general ſentence againſt Apoftates, Heb. vi. 
5, 6. may not be verified in your caſe; that 
inftead of receiving this addreſs with con- 
tempt and indignation, you may look up- 
on it as a E intimation, that it 
is poſſible or you to haye been miſtaken in 
your notions of things, your . of 
authors, and cenſures of men: ſuch a ſuſpi- 


cion once raiſed would put you upon re- ex- 
amining the true nature and ſtrength of the 
evidence for Chriſtianity ; and would, IB 


truſt, induce you, after mature deliberati # 


"IE: 1 Re dern 3 
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alle Truth, and We LD pir⸗ 
of _ holy Scri ptur 
introduce fc tions, or deny divine authority 
difi- 


ſacr 


es; and no longer to 2 


to any part of them upon account 
culties, which may naturally be expected 
in books of ſuch ancient date, and from 
which nothing leſs than a Randing miracle 


could Altogether exempt them.. 


Inconſiderable means often brin about 
unexpected events; and if it thou e my 
happineſs to be the inſtrument of recon- 
duQing you into 2h good old paths, of cau- 
ſing 5 po, to think more reyerently of the 
Scriptures, and more candidl: of the 
advocates for them, I ſhould think my time 
well ſpent in writing, and yours not miſ- 
employed in Perus theſe unpolimed ob- 


ſervations. 


Remember, St. Paul from a Perſecutor 
became an eminent Advocate for the croſs 
of Chriſt : May the grace of God, which 
influenced him, direct your thoughts and 
labours to the fame happy employment; 


and inſtead of ſtarting unjuſtifiable notions, : 
deſtructive of all Revelation, may you hence- 


forward labour to «nds the miſchiefs of 


your own pen by making ſuitable retracta- 


tions; and to make amends for your paſt 
misbehaviour by putting on ih whole ar- 


monr of. God, and 'by fighting manfully un- 
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« ſome notions K to the true! Jo- 
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der khan; of Chriſt ſit the K * 4 
enemies f our common Chriſti ey. 
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EFORE I take | leave ve, I wil preſum 

to Add what I think | to be the on 
method which you can take, of, 2 
anſwering the foregaing | 


of 7 the Chriſtian pl 75 8 
great and 1557 ſcandal which your. three | 
' Pamphlets have given; and that is by too 


ſuch form of retractation as this which. 
lows, publiſhed. in wy of our . pal 


« I N. N. Author of the Letter to 


A 


« ſentiments contained in them, 


« nour of Moſes, and am mares += - 
« cerned for the juſt offence whi they 
« have given to all ſcrious and rati 

« Chriſtians: and to make all the ſatisfaQis 
« on in my power, I do hereby. publickly 


« retract all that is juſtly exceptionable in 


« them; and am particularly conyinced, 


that the degrees « of fable and fiction, which 
L once 
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40 . &c. do acknowledge, That upen 3 
« review of my own papers, and of the 
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CE og 


Al quotations," hid in- te 


iſpute L may haveiftraſined 

8 anc mennings \ 
ly gire up Land eren Where I have 
deted them tight, 1 £08 


3 « thdught fit t do appear in print againſt 
= © tho' I cannot conſent to all they rag 
in general-D thank them for thei 

basel information; 


upon re-examining, che whole- bdifj pure, 
ad upon corre dna ſuch ſentinhents, as 
. appeated to be repugnant to the divine 
. inſpiration” of Ahle; Which L believe 
4 and ackn; in as full a manner, as 
the truth and certainty of the Chriſtian 
| Religion require, / Witneſ my hand, 
N 

This, 


angenubus 
bon may perhaps in 
„that your 


[evi frarinnbs remains | 
e world will ook 
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7 prayer therefore to God: for you'ls | 
That, ſince he has aſſured us, 4 
wil do bis will, he ſhall know 1 
whether is be of God, John vii. 17. heavill 
be graciouſly pleaſed to remove from qui 
heart all previous indiſpoſitions to! receive 
the truth; and then 1 am well aſſured, we 
ſhall ſoon behold the | 
calm and I 
with pleaſure ſee you b „ not 
wmf, but altogether, a Chriſtian. 
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